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QU
o 4 For dll the children who read This book. . .

May you find The courage 1o always ke yourself




Have you ever felf different, or like you didn quite if in?

Did you ever wish o look different, or be good af different things?
Did you ever wish you were like someone else insfead of being you?
I'm here To Share a sfory akoul @ pumpkin who felf Tha Too.
This pumpkinh learhed that being yourself is the besT Thing you can be.

The pumpkin That 'm Talking aboul, yeah you guessed if. .. iT'S mel




Just like every other pumpkin | starfed as a seed,
Planfed in early summer dand given all | heed. .

The farmer loid me in a cosy bed, jusT benedth the ground,
She sprinkled me with wafer and | slepf there safe and sound.






Greaf kig orange flowers bloomed
for all The buzzy bees,

L dnd winding, Twisty, Tangled vihes,
- with bi9 9reen fuzzy leaves.



S00n liffle fruils appedred where The flowers once lay,
The farmer came 1o keep us warm oh d Special bed of hay.
Everything was wonderful and liftle did | know,
| wash'T 9rowing The same as my friends | was 9rowing rather slow.




Summer was over, leaves Turhed red and 9old,
The hights 9rew shorfer ahd The wind furned cold.
Pumpkins grew ripe dhd round in the Sepfember sun.
Every pumpking favourile Time of year,
Aufumh had begun.
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Soon it would be Ocfober and October donT you khow?
IS The besT Time of The year for ifS when The pumpkins 9o.
They 90 To fulfil their desTiny and follow The pumpkin dream,
Wheh someone picks them from the paich especially for Halloween.




Some of Them dre made
ihfo a delicious pumpkin pie.
Some of Them dre SO ehOrmous
They can win a prize!

Jou see There are lofs of Things
that pumpking can do,
Some of them dre carved
SO a light can shine through.




Some dre used to decorafe
in windows and in door.
Some of them are made info boats
ahd Sdiled along The shores.

Some of them dre decorated

with eyes dnd vampire Teeth.
Some dre Surrounded by flowers
ohd hestled in a wreath.




Ocfober came dhd The pumpkinS had 9rown;
they had ripened and changed colour and were reddy for hew homes.
All the beaufiful pumpkins Turhed orande as they grew,
bu | washT orange, | was dreen and bluell

| had knokbly skin dll covered in warfs and bumps.
| looked around, the ofhers were smooth, with ho lumps.
My stalk on the Top was dll wisted so tight
It wash't sTraight like the others that sfood upright.




The pumpkin pafch was open and in Their hoards They came;
Parents, 9randpdrents, children, and every day the Same,
They would come 10 find The perfect pumpkin The one They would Take home,
bul | was hever choseh and waifed in The Suh alone.
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| could hear Them aughing and sometimes They were meah,
They'd hever Seen a pumpkin SO bumpy dnd SO 9reen. ’
| wais S0 embarrassed that | didnT look the same,
S0 | would Try and hide if, and hang my head in Shame.




When dll the pumpking slept
under The dark night sky,
| hedrd a Sound from up dkove,

| saw a wilch (Iy by...




| knew wha She'd ke Thinking, She'd probakly hever seen ,_
such an ugly, warty, pumpkin That was knokbly, klue dnd 9reen. .«
Then the moon [it up her face and | could See her 9rin,
and | hoficed, She 100 had warfs, just upoh her chinll
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Jipppppppeeeeeeelll She Screeched
aS She held me up high,
She danced dround in circles,
and | felf like | could fly.
She Soid, 'Joure the most amazing pumpkin

that I've ever Seen;
the perfect Size ond Shape R
and beaufiful colours of blue dnd greenaf



| couldn quite believe i, 'd finally been picked,

All the other pumpkins thought they had been Tricked
wheh They woke 1o dll The laughler, as we flew
Off oh The broom,
| waved 900dkye and They dll cheered, as we whizzed

pasT The moon.



The wilch said, | used To be like you,
| wasn'T like the ofhers, | was different foo,
Theh one day The mirror helped me See,
| am unique, | am special, and most of all 'm mell




I've been Searching everywhere for a pumpkin just like you,
for yedrs and yedrs o every pumpkin paich | flew.
Jour stalk is so wonderfully curly because it isnT Tall and straight.
Jour skin is so different and That's whal makes you greaf!
Buf iT's nof jusT whal's on The oufSide or The look upon your face,
[t's everything dbout you that makes the world a beffer place.
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Halloween came dnd it was my favourife day.
Everyone came 10 See me and | hedrd them say,
What an AMAZING pumpkin, The REST ['ve ever Seen,
How did you find a pumpkin SO bumpy dhd SO green?”
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The wifch Smiled and agreed, ‘oh ishT he just fine?
' S0 9latd | found him dnd how he i mine.”
AS the hight came 1o dah end, we dll Seffled for bed,
I'hatd SO many happy Thoughls dancing in my hedd.
JusT as | closed my eyes | hedrd the wifch call,

I love everything akout you. .. warls and allil



Now | feel different, the wifch has helped me See,
that being different is a 900d Thihg because I'm kbeing me.
The world would ke 0 boring if we were dll The Same,
S0 be unique dand love yourself and never be ashamed. ﬁg\
Never Think you heed o chande the way you look or The Things you do,

because That's what makes you special, That's what makes you. .. JOU!




Ocloker 2022 is the month of National Adoption week , 1o celekrate,
Rachel has worked with the Mid and INest Wales Adoption Team fo credfe
d free prinfable acfivity pack and lesson plans That include fun acfivifies 1o
follow oh from This story. There is something for everyohe SO 90 along

fo

hites :/ [adoptionmwwales.org.uk
fo download your free dcfivifies.



Fitfing in can be Tough, this charming aufumnal sfory —
shares The experience Of a pumpkin Thaf looks and feels
different and fears he will never be picked.
A kind wilch helps him see how magical he really is;
changing The way he Sees himself forever.
This gentle rhyming sfory encourages Self dccepiance dnd
embrocing our differences.

From the writer of Sammy sloth goes kack fo school.




